
 

   

ENG 395 Intro to Creative Writing 

Winter 2019 

Friday 1:00-3:45 

Instructor:  Seyward Goodhand 

Office: 307 

Office Hours: Thursday 1:30-3:30 

Email:  Seyward_Goodhand@boothuc.ca 

 

Course Description 

This course is meant to spark your literary interests, talents, and inclinations, so that you can 

walk away with a clearer image of who you are – or rather, who you might be – as a writer. 

This applies to everyone, from those who might have never written before, to those who are 

fairly decided on their preferred forms of writing, and everyone in between. You will read a 

fair amount of short stories and poems, and then write your own. You will critique the works 

of your classmates, and help one another on this path of self-discovery and skill improvement. 

And if you enjoy the crafts of fiction and poetry, rest assured: you will have a great time.  

Class Structure:  

We will workshop during the second half of class. For fiction workshops, we will discuss 

three works of fiction. For poetry workshops, we will discuss five poems.  

During the first half of class, we will work on craft. This will involve discussing readings, 

talking stories, poems, and all sorts of other narrative forms. We will watch videos of 

interviews and readings. It will be a fun and relaxed discussion that you will enjoy, so long as 

you’re interested.  

 

Duration: 14 January 2019 — 12 April 2019 

Delivery Mode: Classroom 

Credits: 3 Credit Hours 

Prerequisites: None 
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Territory Acknowledgment: 

I would like to acknowledge that we are on Treaty One territory in the heart of the Metis 

Nation 

 

Voluntary Withdrawal Date 8 March 2019 

Last Day to Request Extensions 29 March 2019 

Course Materials 

Required Textbooks and Readings 

1) All readings will be scanned and uploaded to Booth Online, or links will be provided to 

them on Booth Online. Though you don’t need to buy any books for this course, you 

MUST print out and bring to class that week’s readings. 

Recommended Resources 

Find a good dictionary and thesaurus and feel comfortable using them. I use dictionary.com. 

Tentative Schedule:  

January 18: Introductions and Syllabus Review.  

Donald Barthelme, Lydia Davis, Clarice Lispector, Anton Chekov and Anne Carson. 

January 25: Walt Whitman, Tongo Eisen-Martin, Billy-Ray Belcourt, and Claudia Rankine. 

Poetry Workshop.  

February 1: Edgar Allen Poe, Jorge Louis  Borges and Chimamanda Adichie.  

Fiction Workshop. 

February 8th: Sharon Olds and Dante. 

Poetry Workshop. 

February 15th: Isak Dinesen (Karen von Blixen) and Paige Cooper. 

Fiction Workshop  

 

Reading Week February 16th-24th  
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March 1st: Homer and Dereck Walcott.  

Poetry Workshop. 

March 8th: David Bezmozgis, Eudora Welty and Angela Carter. 

Fiction Workshop. 

March 15th: T.S. Eliot, Patricia Lockwood, Dionne Brand, Sylvia Plath and Sina Queyras. 

Poetry Workshop  

March 22nd: Isaac Babel, Helen Oyeyemi and Camilla Grudova. 

Fiction Workshop  

March 29th: Seamus Heaney, Ocean Vuong, Layli Long Soldier, Solmaz Sharif, Susan 

Howe. 

Poetry Workshop. 

April 5th: Alice Munro, George Saunders and Joy Williams. 

Fiction Workshop 

April 12: David Foster Wallace and Zadie Smith. 

Class Party. 

 

April 19th: Submission of Final Essay and Portfolio, by 4 PM to the office on the 2nd Floor of 

Webb Place, next to Classroom B. 

Course Structure and Grading:  

Workshops – 40%  

• Submissions (20%) : 

You are required to submit one short story and two poems throughout the semester, to  

be workshopped in class. You will email this work to the class a week before you are to 

be workshopped. (For example: if you are to be workshopped on April 5th, you must 

email the class on March 29th by 11:59 PM.)  

 

Short stories should be 4-6 pages long.  
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• Critiques (20%) :  

You are required to print the work of your classmates, read it, annotate it (as will be 

shown to you during the first class), and write them a brief response letter, of two to three 

paragraphs. A sample of this will also be shown to you. A copy of this letter must be 

emailed to me before every workshop.  

 

Craft – 30%  

 

• Reading Responses (10%) :  

Every week you are required to submit a one page (times new roman, 12pt, double-

spaced, one inch margined) response to one of the readings assigned for that class. Do not 

use the first third of the page with date, professor name, title, and so on. Just write, and 

then use a pen to put your name and date after printing. This shouldn’t take more than 

half an hour of your time. It is not an essay, it a response. Every class I will expect at 

least one student to read out their response in class.  

 

• Final Essay (20%) : 

This assignment is going to force you to think and write about a novel as a writer.  

Below you will find a list of more than ten novels. You get to choose any one of them 

you’re interested in, and write a 5-8 page essay following a prompt I’ll assign you once 

you’ve selected the novel.  

 

Participation and Attendance – 30%  

 

• In terms of discussion in class, some of you will be able to engage more than others. It’s 

just how we’re built as human beings. If you’re relatively shy, I will not give you a hard 

time, so long as I can see that you care and that you’re trying your best to speak up and 

step out of your comfort zone. If, on the other hand, you simply don’t care, this will 

affect your participation grade heavily. I will be able to tell the difference.  

• You are allowed two absences throughout the semester, reserved in cases of illness, 

emergencies, and religious holidays. Every additional absence will result in your grade 

being lowered one degree (from B+ to B), unless you provide proof of a serious 

emergency and an email from your academic advisor.  

Please note: For all of the above, you will be graded on effort, not quality. If you do the 

work, attend class, participate, and care, you can expect an A, regardless of how talented 

you are as a writer and reader. Please know that I will notice when a response has been 

written half an hour before class, about a work that was not read, with the help of 

Sparknotes. In terms of quality I only expect improvement throughout the semester.  

 

Policies:  

• Timeliness: Please respect your classmates and be on time. If you are more than fifteen  

minutes late to class, you will be considered absent. And if you are in a habit of arriving  

late quite frequently, it will add up to an absence.  

• Format: All submitted work, except for poems, must be size 12 font, with one inch  

margins.  
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• Technology: Because our class will revolve around conversation, it is detrimental to 

have laptops open in front of us while we talk to one another. No laptops allowed.  

• Late Submissions: I will not accept any late reading responses. For this reason, I will  

allow three missed responses throughout the semester. As for the final essay, every day  

that it is late, will result in a lowering of your grade by one degree (B+ to B).  

• Sensitivity: Workshops are an environment in which we allow ourselves to be 

vulnerable. We all have the right to artistic freedom and honest opinion. We must, 

however, be sensitive to the vulnerability, comfort, and safety of our classmates. There is 

a fine line between constructive criticism and attack – one that will be enforced when 

needed.  

• Plagiarism: Please don’t do it. This will get you in deep trouble with the university.  

• Food: You can eat and drink anything that will not cause a distracting smell or sound.  

• Office hours: I will ask that you come meet me twice. Once in the middle of the  

semester, to discuss your novel selection for the final essay, and once towards the end, to  

discuss your portfolio. You can come meet me any additional times you’d like, as well.  

• Missing your own workshop: It is disrespectful to have your classmates read and 

critique your work, and not show up for your workshop. Don’t do it.  

 

Final Portfolio: Along with your final essay, you are to submit one rewrite of a poem, and a 

rewrite of your story, with the help of the critique you received in class. Rewriting/editing is 

arguably the most important skill a writer must have. If you don’t know what this means, don’t 

worry, it will be explained in class.  

 

Final Essay Book Selection:  

Autobiography of Red—Anne Carson 

Slaughterhouse Five—Kurt Vonnegut  

Americanah—Chimamanda Adichie 

The Trial—Franz Kafka 

Notes from Underground—Fyodor Dostoevsky 

Kiss of the Fur Queen—Tomson Highway 

Woman In the Dunes—Kobe Abe 

The Tin Drum— Günter Grass  

A Girl is a Half-Formed Thing—Eimear McBride 

The Vegetarian—Han Kang 

Boy, Snow, Bird—Helen Oyeyemi 

The Clown—Heinrich Böll 

 

Grade Scale 

Numerical Grade Letter Grade 

93-100   A+ 

85-92 A 
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78-84   B+ 

70-77 B 

65-69   C+ 

60-64 C 

50-59  D 

< 49 F 

 

Here is how Booth UC interprets letter grades and grade points: 

A+ (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, superior 

organization, exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize; a superior grasp of 

the subject matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive 

knowledge base. A final grade of A+ may be awarded only with the approval of 

the Academic Dean. 

A (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent 

organization, excellent ability to analyze and synthesize; an excellent grasp of the 

subject matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive 

knowledge base. 

B+ (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good 

organization, demonstrated ability to analyze and synthesize; a very good grasp of 

the subject matter; evidence of good critical judgment, a very good understanding 

of the relevant issues under examination; very good familiarity with the relevant 

literature. 

B (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter; evidence 

of critical capacity, good analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant 

issues under examination; evidence of good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C+ (2.5) Satisfactory performance with evidence of a satisfactory grasp of the subject 

matter; evidence of critical capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an 

understanding of the relevant issues under examination; evidence of familiarity 

with the relevant literature. 

C (2.0) Adequate performance with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject matter; 

some evidence of critical capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple 

problems found in the material; evidence of familiarity with some of the relevant 

literature. 

D (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject 

matter and some evidence that critical and analytical skills have been used. 
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F (0.0) Inadequate performance with little evidence of even a superficial understanding of 

the subject matter; serious weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; limited or 

irrelevant use of the literature; failure to satisfy course requirements. 

 

Policies 

Students are responsible for reviewing and abiding by all BoothUC academic policies in the 

current Academic Calendar. Policies of particular relevance are below: 

Electronic Devices 

Here is Booth UC’s policy on the use of electronic devices in the classroom: 

  We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused 

engagement between professors and students. As such, electronic devices are allowed 

in the classroom only for the purposes of course instruction. The use of computers, the 

internet (including email), downloaded material, or other electronic devices such as 

cell phones require the express permission of the instructor. Social networking sites 

such as Facebook, Twitter, blogging and other related activities are not permitted in 

Booth classrooms. The use of personal computers and other electronic devices in the 

classroom is a privilege which may be withdrawn at the discretion of the instructor. 

   

  Late Assignments 

It is your responsibility to take the necessary steps to ensure that your assignments are 

submitted on time. If you have a legitimate reason (e.g. personal, family or medical 

emergency) to receive an extension on an assignment, I will do my best to accommodate 

you. However, it is your responsibility to contact me in advance or, in the case of an 

emergency, in a timely manner to make alternate arrangements. Decisions regarding 

extensions will be made on a case-by-case basis. I reserve the right to deny your request and 

to ask you for evidence (e.g., a doctor’s note) of your need for accommodation. 

Appeals 

I will do my best to ensure that grades are assigned in a fair and equitable way, but you 

should not hesitate to approach me about any questions or concerns you might have about 

any grade you receive on any assignment or exam. Although I cannot promise that we will 

ultimately agree on the grade your assignment or exam should receive, I do promise to listen 

to your concerns and take them seriously. If, having discussed your concerns with me, you 

still believe that your grade is unfair, you have the right to appeal. Booth UC’s policy on 

appeals can be found here: 
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www.boothuc.ca/academics/policies/academic-appeals  

 

 Academic Integrity 

As a student, it is also your responsibility to familiarize yourself with Booth UC’s 

policy regarding academic integrity. 

To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In 

short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary 

to state the source of well known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to 

acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written work, whether 

quoted directly or paraphrased. This applies to diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as well 

as to written material and materials or information from Internet sources. Failure to do so 

constitutes plagiarism. It will also be considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student 

submits an assignment in whole or in part by someone other than him/herself, or copies the 

answer or answers of another student in any test, examination, or take-home assignment. 

  At the beginning of their program of study, all students are required to complete the prescribed     

plagiarism tutorial. 

Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the Academic 

Dean before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the Academic Dean. 

The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both the 

allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then make 

a determination whether or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide on 

appropriate disciplinary measures. The student and instructor will be notified of the Academic 

Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and University 

College President. The student has the right to appeal the decision of the Academic Dean (see 

Academic Appeals).  

http://www.boothuc.ca/academics/policies/academic-appeals
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